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‘Hatago’ (Ji<#€) was originally a woven bamboo basket in which the feed for
horses was carried while on the road. It then came to be used for food and other
necessities people too. If you saw a basket hanging in front of an entranceway, it
indicated that this place was an inn for travellers. So by the Edo Period it had
come to mean a lodging that provided food and baths. The hatago was found at
the inn, so it was the symbol of travelling. These days in Japanese the meaning
has changed, and it now carries the image of getting engrossed in your travels.






To snow
in a snowy country

80 minutes from Tokyo by bullet train.

Asyouleave the station you are in Echigo-Yuzawa in Snow Country.
Time seems to pass at a slower rate,

and you can lean back and relax,

while soaking up the calming atmosphere of your lodgings.

Enjoy spending time in your room,

or head out to experience the local nature and scenery.

There are different ways to enjoy your travels.

While away the hours in your room, in Echigo Yuzawa, or in Snow Country.

WIS T VORTBFEU FOHFOTES

They are all travels in their own way, and all available to you here.
Immerse yourself in your travels and find complete satisfaction.

Your journey begins at Hatago, and the whole of Snow Country awaits.
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Distance yourself from the bustle of
daily life and take a deep breath.

Do what you want when you want.
Before you know it both your mind and

body are relaxed and at rest.
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p-13-14  Just the sight of it is delicious

The evening meal is served in Murangozzo on the second floor. The food comes to the table dish
by dish, and each one looks amazing. When you put it in your mouth the flavors of the
ingredients brings a smile to your face. It brings pleasure to the eyes and the tastebuds.
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p-15  The beauty of the food and the plates is perfectly matched

The cuisine comes from a food culture that has evolved in Snow Country, with each dish taking
time and effort to prepare properly. This is what I have learned and am starting to appreciate. So
now for another taste of Snow Country...
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p-16  Take a tour of the kitchen

Before dinner take a tour of the kitchens. See how the very source of all the dishes in the
Murangozzo restaurant, the dashi stock, is created, and have a taste. Delicious. Now you
can’t wait for dinner!
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p.17  What a clear taste

At dinner I drank a local sake that is a collaboration between Hatago Isen and a sake producer
from a neighboring town. Wonderfully clear but with a full flavor. It has made me want to try
more sake from Minami Uonuma.
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p-18  Dashi stock from onsen water

The dashi used as the base of the dishes in Murangozzo uses the onsen waters of Echigo Yuzawa.

The soft water of the onsen fully absorbs the umami of the konbu seaweed and the dried bonito
flakes to produce a deep, full, yet mellow flavor.
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p.6 A quick break by the fireside

While waiting to check-in, take a rest on the sofa. Drink a warming cup of tea and plan how to
spend your time before dinner. Have a bath, or go for a walk? Coming back here after dinner to
enjoy a break by the fireside could be a great idea...
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p.6 Being barefoot feels wonderful

“Please take off your shoes and come in. You don’t need to wear slippers.” At first it feels a bit
different, but as you walk through the corridors you can’t help but relax. The feeling of tatami
underfoot is wonderful.
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p.7-8 Along soak in a private onsen

We enjoyed the private bath together as a family. Just the right size, and it doesn’t matter if
the kids play around. We can soak until we are ready to get out. We've heard that there is a
room with its own onsen. Next time we'll book that one.
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p.9-10  Thoroughly enjoying the water straight from the spring source

The hot springs of Echigo Yuzawa have a really long history, stretching back to the Kamakura Period.
We can enjoy luxurious onsen water straight from the spring source. People have been bathing in
these onsens for over 800 years which makes your think about all the time that has passed.
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p.11-12  Lie back and relax.

When we got into the room, the mattress looked really comfortable. T just thought I would try it
for a bit. Not too hard, or too soft, but the perfect fit for me. Wonderful! It is lower than a bed, so
ideal for a quick lie down.
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p-24  Go for a stroll

We are staying right in front of the station but within a short walk we can find fantastic scenery. Head out for a mini
tour before dinner with a local guide to search for mountain vegetables, or to pick mushrooms. The scenery is

constantly changing. The colors on that day and the feeling of the fresh air are memories that will surely stay with you.
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p.25-26  Wander around the main street. Shooting & dinner at a local izakaya

A walk before dinner. Strolling down the main Onsen Street we found an old-fashioned shooting

gallery. And we chose an izakaya very close by. It is a wonderful little restaurant where visitors are treated like
locals. It is just another reason why a trip to Echigo Yuzawa is so appealing.
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p-19  Freshly prepared Koshihikari rice

In the morning the rice container was brought to the table. T opened it, and through the steam
that billowed out, T could see the glossy rice. It had been cooked in a traditional rice kettle that

morning. Each mouthful is deliciously sweet. The flavor is good enough to be the main dish, and
before I know it I'm having seconds.
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p-20  Enjoy a stroll through the building

Browse the souvenirs in Nmaya on the first floor, and then next to that, take an onsen water coffee

in the Mizuya cafe. The perfect accompaniment is a slice of roll cake made out of rice flour - light
and fluffy, with just the right amount of sweetness. I'll buy some to take home with me tomorrow.
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p-21  As you come out of the tunnel...

It was exactly like the first line of the Snow Country novel. Shortly before, the weather was clear
but after coming out of the long tunnel we found ourselves in Snow Country. The instant that we
stepped off the train we were enveloped with cold air. Yet this was a pleasant sensation.
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p-22  Take your skis and head to the mountains

We have come to the ski resorts on several occasions. On a fine day you get off the lift and can
look down over the whole of Echigo Yuzawa. Spread out before you are beautiful views
surrounded on all sides by mountains, and skiing down gives you a wonderful feeling.
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p-23  Heading out to try the different onsen

Having heard that water from different spring sources varies, we go out to try other onsen.
Apparently Yasunari Kawabata wrote “Snow Country” in an accommodation nearby. Warm
yourself up in the hot waters with their aroma of sulphur, and afterwards, as you leave, you
can see the bullet train passing by. This is a great trip!
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MIZUYA

UONUMA ITALIAN
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MURANGOZZO

Providing lunch as well as dinner and
breakfast to guests and non-guests alike.
(Reservations required.) See the homepage
for further details.
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NMAYA

If you are looking for presents, here you can find
the ingredients and tasty treats from Uonuma that
are used in the dishes in Murangozzo restaurant.
Harago Isen 1F
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MIZUYA

Enjoy onsen coffee brewed with water from the
hot spring, accompanied by soft, moist sweets
made with rice flour.

Hatago Isen 1F
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MURANGOZZO Cafe

An Italian restaurant inside Echigo-Yuzawa
Station serving Iralian dishes made with
ingredients from the Uonuma area.

Inside Echigo-Yuzawa Station
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NMAYA Station Cafe

At the Nmaya Station Cafe inside Echigo-Yuzawa
Station you can find an array of treats made from
local ingredients. To eat in or take away.

Inside Echigo-Yuzawa Station
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TAPPOYA

A simple Snow Country dining space where you
can experience slow food at itsgbest. Eat your fill
of countryside cuisine, seasonal produce, and
locally grown ingredients. Snow Country food
prepared in the traditional way.

At Minami Uonuma Road Station (About 10
minutes from Hatago Isen by car.)
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Please share the Snow Country that you discovered
during your stay at HATAGO Isen.

Let other people know about the memorable scenery,
delicious food and sake, or snow adventures that you
encountered on your travels. All those fantastic

moments during your stay in Echigo Yuzawa. Feel free to
share your experiences on Instagram and Facebook, and
be sure to add the hashtag ~ #hatagoisen
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An hour and a half away f
rom Tokyo by bullet train,
then a thirty minutes shuttle bus ride
from Hatago Isen,
just outside Echigo-Yuzawa Station.
n Minami Uonuma City in Niigata Prefecture,
an area that produces the famous
Uonuma Koshihikari rice,
stands ryugon surrounded by

mountains and idyllic rural landscapes.

ryugon.co.jp

T949-6611 Hrim ML kiR 1-6
TEL 025-772-3470 FAX 025-772-2124

35



